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G. Edward Evans’ chapter 3 presents a very crucial and practical issue: Collection Development Policy. Definitely there is a need for it as he clearly states: “A collection development policy provides guidance for those doing the selection work” (Evans & Saponaro, 2005, pg. 50). The key word here is “guidance.” A library can only offer its best service when there is a proper guidance. Without it, the services will fall apart. That is why he emphasizes further: “A collection development policy, when properly prepared, is, in fact, the library’s master plan for building and maintaining its collections…It also must be up-to-date in terms of the library’s overall mission and goals” (Evans & Saponaro, 2005, pg. 49).

In this same chapter, Evans presents 3 necessary elements of a collection development policy: (1) Overview; (2) Details of Subject Areas and Formats Collected; and (3) Miscellaneous Issues. In element 1, Evans suggests that the objectives of the library should be stated clearly and concretely. In Element 2, the subject areas, types of material collected, and primary user group of each subject should be clearly identified. And element 3 “deals with gifts deselect ion and discard, evaluation, as well as complaints and censorship” (Evans & Saponaro, 2005, pg. 61).  
With this general idea about collection development policy, this paper endeavors to present a simple comparative analysis of collection development policies of two public libraries: Andover, Massachusetts—Memorial Hall Library and Campbell County Public Library, Wyoming. 
Based on Evans’ 3 elements of a collection development policy, it is fair to say that these two libraries, though they differ in contents, have very practical policies. The Memorial Hall Library’s policies are almost similar to Evans’ 3 elements. Its general contents are: Overview, Selection, Maintenance, and Formats. The Format and Selection of this policy can be combined to one element which Evans calls, “Details of Subject Areas and Formats Collected.” The Maintenance is what Evans calls Miscellaneous. 
Unlike the Memorial Hall Library’s contents of policy, the Campbell County Public Library’s policy is very elaborate and lengthy. It has 17 different general titles, and each title has an average of 7 subtitles. From each subtitles, more details are listed. In general, this policy is very well written; however, it lacks a crucial element which deals with gifts, censorship, and complaints. It is strong in defining how to select and discard a certain material for certain subject. In each subject area, it has its specific policy for discard that subject area’s material. Some subject areas share the same policy, but some do differ greatly. For example, the Social Sciences and Art and Recreation are very different from one another. 
The individual policy for discarding and weeding of materials for each subject area clearly reveals the failure of a general policy that the Memorial Hall Library has. It is true that each subject area should be treated differently. A general policy for all does not work well. 
Regarding their policy for selection, both libraries very much share the same idea. They both emphasize their work of selection on the needs of the community. They have more in common than in differences. It is factual that the Campbell County Public Library’s policy is lengthy, and it can be overwhelming, but it definitely serves better. It is important that the collection development policy should be clear, concrete, and specific. In addition, it should also be extensive to cover as much functions as possible such as gifts, censorship, and complaints. They should be included.
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