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Abstract

The United States Government is the highest structural organization in the nation, and it is also the most sophisticated one. It consists of three branches: the Executive Branch, the Legislative Branch, and the Judicial Branch. The Executive Branch, whose most important officer in the nation is the President, is responsible for enforcing the laws. The Legislative Branch is commonly called the Congress which composes of the Senate and House of Representatives. This branch is responsible to make laws which originate from different sources. The third branch of the Government is the Judicial Branch. This branch has the Supreme Court as the highest judicial power in the nation. It works together with the federal and regional courts to ensure justice.

Introduction

With so many government departments and agencies, it is impossible for an average citizen to know all of them by heart and what their services are, but he/she can get a general concept of what each is responsible for, and can easily access, via the web, the information each department and agency produces. To prove this point, this paper will present briefly the three branches of the American Government: the Executive Branch, the Legislative Branch, and the Judicial Branch. In five pages, this paper of course will not be able to discuss each branch in detail, but it will give a general idea what each branch is and what kind of work it does.

The Executive Branch
The Executive Branch is the most important branch in the government because it consists of the most powerful officers in the nation: the President, the Vice President, the Cabinet members, and heads of independent agencies. Their responsibility is to enforce the laws of the nation. In the website, Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government for Kids, the branch is described as follows:

The executive branch of the Government is responsible for enforcing the laws of the land. When George Washington was president, people recognized that one person could not carry out the duties of the President without advice and assistance. The Vice President, department heads (Cabinet members), and heads of independent agencies assist in this capacity. Unlike the powers of the President, their responsibilities are not defined in the Constitution but each has special powers and functions.

· President: Leader of the country and Commander in Chief of the military. 

· Vice President: President of the Senate and becomes President if the President is unable to serve. 

· Departments: Department heads advise the President on policy issues and help execute those policies. 

· Independent Agencies: Help execute policy or provide special services. 

 http://bensguide.gpo.gov/9-12/government/national/executive.html 

In any organization, its leader is always the most important and powerful person in many ways. The same is true with the President of the United States of America. He is the chief executive of the nation and the head of the Executive Branch. Because he is holding the most important office in the nation, he can do many things in his power; however, his power is also limited by constitution of the nation. The following description gives a general who the President is and what he can do.

The President is the Head of the Executive Branch and generally viewed as the head of the U.S. Government. While he does have significant power, his power is limited by the Constitution. Specifically, the Constitution assigns the following powers to the President: 

· Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces 

· Make treaties, with two-thirds consent of the Senate 

· Receive ambassadors and other public ministers from foreign countries 

· Appoint ambassadors, Supreme Court justices, federal judges, and any officials as provided for by the Congress, with the approval of the Senate 

· Give an annual State of the Union Address to Congress 

· Recommend legislation to Congress 

· Convene Congress on extraordinary occasions 

· Adjourn Congress, in cases of a disagreement about adjournment 

· "Take care that the laws be faithfully executed" 

· Fill in administrative vacancies during Congressional recesses 

· Grant reprieves and pardons for offences against the U.S. 

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/9-12/government/national/president.html 

For an average citizen, it is important to know this much about the Executive Branch. A person can spend a life time to study about this branch in detail, but this much knowledge can give him/her a very good picture of who and what this branch is. It is interesting to know that for each function or officer of the Executive Branch, there are numerous websites available which provide much information. Perhaps much more than any average citizen could learn.

The Legislative Branch

Undoubtedly it is true that we live in nation ruled by laws. Everywhere we are going, we are bound to keep the laws and protected by the laws. At times, we often wonder where these laws are coming from and who makes them. This is an important knowledge that an average citizen should know. The Legislative Branch of the United States Government is responsible to make laws which ensure peace and justice in the nation. This branch composes of the Senate and the House of Representatives, which are commonly called Congress. The simple description from the website, Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government for Kids, can help us to understand this branch better: “Article I of the Constitution establishes the legislative or law making branch of government with the formation of a bicameral Congress. This system provides checks and balances within the legislative branch” http://bensguide.gpo.gov/9-12/government/national/legislative.html
This website also helps us to understand where the Senators and the Representatives come from. Each state has two Senators who are chosen by the people of that state to represent them. As in California, the two Senators are Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein.  It is different with the House of Representatives; members of the house can be varied according to the population size of each state.

Members of Congress are now elected by a direct vote of the people of the state they represent. It has not always been this way for the Senate. Prior to 1913 and the 17th Amendment to the Constitution, Senators were chosen by their state legislatures because the Senate was viewed as representative of state governments, not of the people. It was the responsibility of Senators to ensure that their state was treated equally in legislation.

There are a total of 435 members in the House of Representatives. Each member represents an area of a state, known as a congressional district. The number of representatives is based on the number of districts in a state. Each state is guaranteed one seat. Every ten years, the U.S. Census Bureau counts the population of the states to determine the number of districts in each state.


With this understand, it is clear that the members of the Legislative Branch are 535, whose leader is the Vice President, who has formal control over the Senate, but in fact, he is only present for important ceremonies and to cast a tie-breaking vote.


As mentioned earlier, the function of the Legislative Branch is to make laws which ensure peace and justice for the nation; however, they are not the only people who “invent” laws. Laws come from different people, situations, and needs in the nation as described in these words:

Legislation may originate in many ways: from the president and his staff; in the executive branch departments or agencies; by special interest groups such as labor unions, chambers of commerce, and professional societies; and even by individuals. Legislative ideas my come from senators and representatives, of course. These initiatives arise from campaign pledges, pressure by constituents, or, after the member has taken office, from experience gained concerning the need for changes to or repeal of existing laws (Morehead, p. 105). 

Of course the Legislative Branch is much more sophisticated than the discussion here, but at least this much knowledge can be helpful to any body. 

The Judicial Branch


Laws are helpful to the nation and the people, but, as everyone knows, they can be very obscure and confusing if they are not explained by experts or authority. In the United States Government, the branch which has the highest authority to explain laws is the Judicial Branch.  The website, Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government for Kids, describes this branch very clearly as follows:

Article III of the Constitution established the judicial branch of government with the creation of the Supreme Court. This court is the highest court in the country and vested with the judicial powers of the government. There are lower Federal courts but they were not created by the Constitution. Rather, Congress deemed them necessary and established them using power granted from the Constitution. Courts decide arguments about the meaning of laws, how they are applied, and whether they violate the Constitution. The latter power is known as judicial review and it is this process that the judiciary uses to provide checks and balances on the legislative and executive branches. Judicial review is not an explicit power given to the courts but it is an implied power. 
With the service of the Judicial Branch the nation and each individual is ensured of justice. However this branch of the Government does not involve itself with every single law suit in the nation. They are the highest court in the nation which governs over lower courts like the federal and regional courts. The Supreme Court consists of a chief justice and eight associate justices. Here are the present members of the Supreme Court of the United States:  John G. Roberts Jr.; Samuel A. Alito Jr.; Stephen G. Breyer; Ruth Bader Ginsburg; Anthony M. Kennedy; Antonin Scalia; David H. Souter;
John Paul Stevens; and Clarence Thomas. These justices were nominated by the president with the advice and consent of the Senate:

The Supreme Court is comprised of the Chief Justice of the United States and such number of Associate Justices as may be fixed by Congress, which is currently fixed at eight (28 U.S.C. 1). The President nominates the Justices with the advice and consent of the Senate. Article III, section 1, of the Constitution further provides that “[t]he Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behavior, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office.''

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2004_government_manual&docid=198805tx_xxx-10
Conclusion

The United States Government has always praised as the most effective government in the world because the way it functions with the three branches. Each branch fulfills its functions and also checks and balances the other. This structure really helps the government to avoid any abuse of power or oppression by the power. This government structure has worked for more than 200 years, and it will continue to serve in this way for much longer, as long as the people are satisfied with their rights, peace, and justice.
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