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The topic that I would like to discuss in this assignment is digital library because in recent years the level of interest in searching intellectual materials online has been increasingly high. For this reason, every library across the globe has acquired many materials about this new trend of using library because it is convenient and it is fast. To prepare students for this electronic age, it is imperative that every college library should provide appropriate materials about digital library to assist them.
For the past ten years, many literatures have been published to educate students about digital library, and the challenge for college library is to select qualified materials for this purpose. As G. Edward Evans and Margaret Zarnosky Saponaro points out in their book, “Developing Library and Information Center Collection,” there are six good ways to select materials: current sources for in-print books; catalogs, flyers, and announcements; current reviews; bibliographic databases; best books, recommended lists, and core collections; and subject bibliographies. Out of these six approaches, three are very important for the selection of materials for digital library. 
First of all it must be the Current Sources for in-Print Books because it provides up-to-date information about the related subject. Evans and Saponaro writes: “National in-print lists are key tools in selection because they identify new materials as they become available” (Evans & Saponaro, 2005, pg 84). This is exactly what the individuals involved in selection and acquisition work need to know because Internet technology is constantly advancing itself and it certainly impacts the digital library. The authors stress this further:
In-print lists are issued weekly and are cumulated into monthly publications such as American Book Publishing Record (Bowker). Such monthly lists offer the same information contained in weekly listings, while providing several means of access, usually subject, author, and title…Large and small libraries alike rely on in-print tools—in print or electronic format—especially where reviews are not as critical in selection decisions (although an added feature of many electronic in-print lists is access to reviews) These tools allow the selector to see a broader spectrum of the current output and help assure a better expenditure of limited funds, which is particularly helpful in smaller libraries (Evans & Saponaro, 2005, pg 85).

For these in-print lists, the authors recommend several sources which are very helpful for selecting materials about digital library. They are American book Publishing Record, British Books in Print, Books in Print, and Global Books in Print. For years, these resources have been found very comprehensive. They provide updated information. That is what a selector needs to know so he/she can easily assess what materials should be selected and placed on the shelves. 

The second type of selection tool which is very crucial in any effort to select good books, especial for digital library, is Publisher’s Catalog. For Evans and Saponaro, this tool is much needed because it provides selectors knowledge of what materials are available, and it comes to us directly from the publishers. 
Publishers market their products through catalogs and other forms of promotional material…Generally; such announcements contain more information about a book and its author(s) than do national in-print resources. When one cannot secure a review copy of find a published reviewed, catalogs and flyers can provide useful selection data….As the selector becomes familiar with publishers, she or he learns which publishers are objective and which puff up their products more than the content warrants…Of course, libraries generally keep catalogs only from publishers and dealers that they use on a regular basis (Evans & Saponaro, 2005, pg 86). 


The message that the authors is sending here is very important for materials about digital library. Publishers’ catalogs can provide a larger scale of knowledge into a book which is more than a national in-print resource can. In addition, they come to a librarian’s desk more often as a reminder to select books. If a selector only relies on in-print resources, he/she might be carried away by a busy schedule. With a reminder, he/she knows it is time to review the collection and look for what is best for the library. 

For knowledge about digital library, a selector needs to familiarize him/her about the publishers’ catalogs. Two are highly recommended by Evans and Saponaro: Books in Print with Reviews and Title Information Preview Service. Both catalogs provide “reviews, customized to the profile of the subscribing library, of new and forthcoming titles” (Evans & Saponaro, 2005, pg 87).


The third tool which is important to select materials for digital library is Current Review Sources. This tool provides selectors with professional opinions about the materials. Digital library needs this tool because Internet technology is constantly growing. In order to bring the student’s knowledge to its parity, we need to provide them with best quality books. 
Wherever a flourishing book trade exists, so does an equally strong book-reviewing system. One can divide book reviews into there types: (1) reviews for persons making their living buying books (trade and professional booksellers and librarians), (2) reviews for subject specialists, and (3) reviews for the general public. Book selectors use all three types, but those of greatest utility are the trade and professional reviews…Academic and school collection development personnel make extensive use of the first two types of reviews but seldom examine popular reviews (Evans & Saponaro, 2005, pg 87).


It is clear that Evans and Saponaro strongly recommend selectors to make use of this tool. So if a college library wants their students to be educated with real knowledge of digital library, its selectors should look into the Current Review Sources as a tool to select books. There are some popular sources recommended by the authors are: Publishers Weekly, Bookseller, Library Journal, Library and Information Update, C&RL News, Bowler Annual, Book Review Digest, etc. There are some online sources like AcqWeb’s Directory of Book Reviews on the Web (http://www.acqweb.org/bookrev.html), bookpage (http://www.bookpage.com), and H-Net Reviews (http://www.h-net.org/reviews). These sources deserve serious attention.

Based on the needs of college students, it is important for college librarians to select materials which could educate them about the digital library (where it is and how it works); and the second criteria would the most updated books because Internet technology is constantly growing, so it is important that information about current technology should be provided. These two criteria might seem a bit general, but they do help to increase the level of interest in digital library.
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Using Open Source Systems for Digital Libraries. By Art Rhyno. 2003. 160p. index. Libraries Unlimited, paper, $35 (1-59158-065-X). 025. 

This book was designed as a practical guide for readers wishing to build digital libraries through OSS (open source software-software that includes source code and a license governing use and distribution). Throughout 10 chapters, the author discusses key technologies underlying digital libraries and examines tools associated with them, treating topics as varied as XML, metadata, protocols, OSS authoring tools, OS relational databases, scripting languages, and regular expressions, just to name a few. Text is enhanced by a copious number of tables, figures, examples, and notes. A glossary, index, and Web site for the book round out the book's offerings. The author does an admirable job of tackling this technical subject, and he presents it in a logical and progressive way. Despite these efforts, however, general readers may still struggle, finding the material impenetrable. Recommended for readers with considerable technical background and knowledge. -Sean Kinder 

Using Open Source Systems for Digital Libraries. By Art Rhyno. 2003. 160p. index. Libraries Unlimited, paper, $35 (1-59158-065-X). 025. 

Copyright Booklist Publications Jul 2004

Document PBKL000020040709e0710009l

Digital Libraries: Integrating Content and Systems. (Brief article)(Book review) 
http://global.factiva.com.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/ha/default.aspx 

Wiley, Deborah Lynne 

321 words

1 January 2007

Online
62

ISSN: 0146-5422; Volume 31; Issue 1

English

Copyright 2007 Gale Group Inc. All rights reserved. 

Digital Libraries: Integrating Content and Systems by Mark Dahl, Kyle Banerjee, and Michael Spalti 

ISBN: 1-84334-155-7 Published: 2006 Pages: 203 pp.; softcover Price: $59.95 

Available from: Chandos Publishing, Ltd., Chandos House, 5 & 6 Steadys Lane, Oxford, OX295RL, UK; +44 (0) 1865 88447; www.chandospublishing.com 
This practical book is for those seeking an overview of the various technologies involved in implementing a digital library. The authors, all of whom work as systems librarians at different colleges in Oregon, combine years of experience in digital libraries to present this guidebook to integration. 

Most of the 10 chapters focus on a specific aspect of a digital library. The authors explain it, discuss the technology and how it is implemented, and then tell why it is a necessary component of a digital library. Topics include authentication, ILS integration, electronic resource management, and portal development, among others. If nothing else, after reading this book you will have a clear understanding that a digital library is a network--not just one item--that is supported by standards and evolving technologies. 

This book is designed for those who are familiar with traditional libraries but have a limited familiarity with digital libraries and need to know more. It won't make you an expert, but it will certainly help you see how the many pieces fit together. There is a good bibliography and a very handy glossary of acronyms used in the text. Library managers wishing to see the whole picture or graduate students new to the field will probably benefit most. 
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