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Part 1: General Description

Many libraries prepare pathfinders or guides to help users find what they need as they research

various given topics. They introduce users to information resources, indicate what they cover,

and explain how they can be used.
(A) Children’s Literature

(B) http://www.childrenslit.com. by The Children's Literature Comprehensive Database (CLCD)
(C) This web site was last updated on December 14, 2004.  Children's Literature features interviews with children's book authors and illustrators each month. And each month, it also features several sets of themed reviews and these are archived continued reference.

(D) Children’s Literature is exclusively about literature. It provides Monthly Features, Featured Authors and Illustrators, This week's Book Sense Children's Fiction and Picture Books Bestseller Lists, Children's Literature Choice List 2005, and Special Features & Announcements. Each feature has different list of books, stories, novels, and articles. One set back of this website is that patrons have to subscribe to it. Though it costs to visit this page, its materials ensure high quality readings.

(E) If you wonder what are available in this month at this website, Monthly Features provides Constitution Week, Happy 300th Benjamin Franklin, Hispanic Heritage Month, etc.  Featured Authors and Illustrators presents Bryan Collier, Ian Falconer, Linzi Glass, Marissa Moss, etc. Children's Literature Choice List 2005 Baby Danced the Polka, Bing Get Dressed, Bing Paint Day, Kitten's First Full Moon, etc.

(F) If your children are highly interested in literature, you may want to subscribe to this website to ensure top reading.

(A)  Great Web Site for Kids

(B) http://www.ala.org/gwstemplate.cfm?section=greatwebsites&template=/cfapps/gws/default.cfm by American Library Association.

(C) This web site was last modified on July 27, 2006. This website is updated on a weekly basis with news about world’s and nation’s current affairs.

(D) Great Web Site for Kids is certainly an educational source for children at all ages from pre-K to senior in high school. On its home page, one will find sources about animals, literature and languages, sciences, arts, history & biography, mathematics & computers, and social sciences. Under each of these categories, there many other sub topics which provide specific interests such as dinosaurs, biology, geology, music, sport, US history—Pre-Colonial 1865, cultures of the world, religions of the world, and etc. Many of these links also have sound, images, and motion pictures to help children understand the subjects better. News about world’s and nation’s currents affairs is also constantly updated. This would help high school students to do research for their project. Another fabulous innovation about is, not only do children learn by reading, but also by seeing and listening.
(E) In Great Web Site for Kids, many subjects are available with images and audio. For example, if one needs to find out what Ankylosaurus is, just simply click on the word. The descriptions will be provided with actual voice. If one is interested in Latin American culture, simply click on Latin America. Many cultural images and music are provided to help children understand what that culture looks like and sounds like. For math, one can click on the subject and find different math levels with pictures and numbers which are very descriptive. 

(F) This website is free of charge. Any one can use it. It encourages students to use this resource when they need to get their report on any subject done.

(A) Starfall.com

(B) http://www.starfall.com. Starfall is a registered trademark in the US, the European Community and various other countries.

(C) It was published in 2003 and regularly updated. 

(D) Stafall web site is a place where children have fun learning to read. It has many interesting features on this webpage: ABC, Learn to Read, It’s Fun to Read, and I’m Reading. These are the main features of the website. Besides, it has other attractive materials like Calendar, Gingerbread, Pumpkin, and etc. With the main feature like ABC, this helps children how to say the alphabet with audio voice. Learn to Read help children to read by providing songs with alphabetical names. It’ Fun to Read presents short sentence with voice.  I’m Reading has many stories which fit children and help them to read along with voice and pictures.

(E) With Learn to Read, kids can read along the phrase Zac the Rat with voice and picture. Under It’s Fun to Read, children can learn how to read simple question like Who am I? This feature also provides voice and colorful images. Visiting I’m Reading, children will be provided with electronic and audio book that they can read along. One the books listed in this feature is Chicken Little.
(F) This is very colorful web site which is educational for children who begin to learn how to read. Teachers can use Starfall materials as an inexpensive way to make their classroom more fun and to inspire a love of reading.

(A) Change and Continuity in Professional Community: The PUBYAC Electronic Discussion List in Historical Context

(B) http://vnweb.hwwilsonweb.com.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/hww/shared/shared_main.jhtml?_requestid=2221636 Children & Libraries of American Library Association

(C) It was posted spring 2006.

(D) This article by Kate McDowell in Children & Libraries Journal is about the discussion of public library youth services, school librarianship, and children's literature. PUBYAC (acronym for the main topics of discussion: PUBlic libraries, Young Adults, and Children) subscribers can discuss anything about their professional work, from decisions about library cards and other policy-related issues to broader, more philosophical themes of purpose and meaning. Most of the postings on PUBYAC are colleague-to-colleague, written in an egalitarian format in search of suggestions and shared wisdom for answering the day-to-day issues of working in a public library. A recent discussion highlighted the practical importance of keeping the attention of various age levels of preschool children in a story program, a perpetual challenge since this group comprises children at radically divergent developmental stages.

(E) The above article is one of many articles in Children & Libraries Journal. Other helpful articles which help to educate about children could be: “Grandparents Raising Grandchildren: The Growing Task Facing a New Generation” by Jan Watkins; “Taking It All In” by Lee Madden. 

(F) Children & Libraries Journal is a very educational journal. It helps to educate readers to understand children, especially in library service. This electronic journal is highly recommended to students of School of Library and Information Science. 

(A) Kidspace @ The Internet Public Library

(B) http://www.ipl.org/div/kidspace/browse/amm0000/ from University of Michigan School of Information. 

(C) It was last modified on July 11, 2006.

(D) Kidspace @ The Internet Public Library is a very informative source to help children in their education. It covers many areas like Reference (Dictionary, Encyclopedia, Homework Help, etc.), Health & Nutrition, Art & Music, Our World (Religion, History, Geography, etc.), Reading Zones, Sports & Recreation, Computer & Internet, Math & Science, Fun Stuffs (Arts & Crafts, Games, Jokes & Riddles, etc.) This Website gives free service to any patron. It is very helpful for children to find information for their school projects. Parents and teachers can also use this Website to help the children to do their homework, research, reading, arts, music, entertainment, and etc. This Website also links to other important sources like dictionary, encyclopedia, almanacs, newspapers and magazines, etc. 

(E) This Website is specifically useful for students to look up a word in a dictionary. For example, they can enter the word focus in any dictionary available in the link to find the definition for it. If they want to know a history of a specific U.S. president, they just need to click on his name, for example, Abraham Lincoln.  For those who want to know about health and nutrition, they can click on the human anatomy link. This will give them pictures and descriptions of muscles, bones, organs, etc, for examples, triceps, teeth, intestines.

(F) This Website is very educational and safe. Parents will not have to worry about their children reading inappropriate materials which are unhealthy to them.

(A) Kid Catalog’s Web

(B) http://kcweb.lapl.org/kcweb/servlet/kcHome from Los Angeles Public Library

(C) It is not written any where in this source about the date of publication. 

(D) This website is a catalog web which gives you information where to find books, magazines, CD’s, etc.  It is very simple, yet very attractive to kids. It has six icons with six different categories: explore, type search, best stories, find it, and kid’s path home. Explore a subject! Choose from many cool subjects such as animals, machines or even jokes & comics. When you know what you want, click on Type Search. Then type in the title, author or subject of the book, movie or CD you want. If you don't know exactly what you want - you just know you want something good to read, click on Best Stories. Here you'll find books that have won awards, great picture books, books for beginning readers, and chapter books. If you want to look for books, movies or music about something you don't know how to spell, like Orangutans or Beethoven? Click on Find It! If you want to search the full LAPL catalog instead of the one designed just for kids, just click on the "Standard LAPL Catalog" button. When you are done searching, you can return to Kids' Path by clicking on the "Kids' Path Home" button. When you find your materials, you will be directed to the exact branch of library where it carries the desired items. 

(E) Let’s say, you want to know where Bats Juvenile Literature is, all you need to do is to type this title in Type Search. You will be given call number of the book, name of the author, a synopsis, and the three branches which have the book. Perhaps the best way to search for a subject is to click on Explore. Then click on the subject that you want, for example, animals. When you click on animals, you will be given a list of animals for you to choose. The subject continues to narrow down to your specific search. If you want to find your favorite author like Joe Hayes, click on Find It. Keep on searching until you are given all books written by Joe Hayes. It will tell you how and where to find these books.

(F) This website is undoubtedly helpful for kids to work on their school projects. Parents should help their children on this website, so that they can take them to the right library to obtain the desired items.

(A) On-Lion for Kids

(B) http://kids.nypl.org/ from New York Public Library

(C) This website was published in 1995, and it is updated daily so that children can follow what events are going on at every library branch for themselves. 

(D) This website is very informative and educational. Parents and teachers should save it in their Favorite menu as part of their teaching tools. Educational information that you will find in this webpage are science & technology, art & games, events in the branch library, reading & books, search the Internet, people & places, sports, New York New York, for parents & teachers, holidays & celebrations. These are the main features under which you will find many other related materials. Beside these main categories, this website also displays many other interesting sources like live homework help, book reviews, reading and sharing list, Tumblebooks, family literacy guide, Amazon wish list, and etc. Visiting this page, you will find everything you need to help children with their school work, homework, and entertainment as well.

(E) As parents, if you want to help your children with school project about health, you can visit this website and click on science and technology. You then have click on health science. This will give you all kinds of options about health from which you can select your topic and learn about it. If you are interested in reading, you want to visit books & reading. Opening up this link, you will be given several types of readings to choose from. If you choose to search in recommended reading, you will find a list of books and authors. By click on your favorite author, you will be given a brief synopsis and exactly where to find them in the local library.  When parents or teachers want to tell children about holidays and how people celebrate them. Holidays & celebration is definitely the site you want to visit. After clicking on it, you will find all the major holidays that people celebrate. For examples, with Thanksgiving, you will find stories about the pilgrim and their pilgrimages, songs, poetry, and ways to prepare Thanksgiving dinner.

(F) Parents and teachers should visit this website to check it out. You will be disappointed with what you will find there. It is free, and it saves time.

(A) Library Kids Online

(B) http://www.colapublib.org/children/ from County of Los Angeles Public Library

(C) It was last modified on September 2006.

(D) Right on the homepage of this site, there are two messages, one for children and the other for children. The first message states: “Kids! Be sure to check out the Library Kids pages for lots of neat stuff like crossword puzzles, dot-to-dot, word search and other exciting things to explore.” And the message for parents is: “Parents! Be sure to check out Parents Corner for lots of information about services that the Library provides for you and your children, tips on wholesome family activities, and more.” These two messages are true to the content of the website. There are many materials on this websites, and among them are three helpful links: Library Kids, Tumblebooks, and Live Homework Help. These three links cover almost everything that children need for their school projects and homework.

(E) This website provides online homework help from 1:00 pm – 10:00 pm every day. Simply click on Live Homework Help; you will be assisted with on any subject. If you want to look for a good audio book for your children, click on Tumblebooks. It will give you list of children books for you and your children to listen online. Other feature of the website is KidsClick! Web Search. This feature will open up to you many other subjects available online for children and for parents as well.
(F) This website is definitely a must-have source for your reference. You and your children will find it so helpful and enjoyable.

(A) Kid’s Page

(B) http://www.ocpl.org/juvy.asp from Orange County Public Library

(C) It is not written any where in this source about the date of publication. 

(D) Kid’s Page has limited materials.  Some of the features displayed on this page areBook which has recommended reading, Searching the Web with KidsClick, Around and About with Orange County and California, Events with storytimes, For Students with research and resources, Fun with games, jokes, and crafts, and Parents with family guide to the web, and homeschooling. Compared to other websites for children, this website does not provide enough materials to assist children to do their school project and homeworks. However, if they only look for reading materials and simple entertainment, this website might be fitting. Otherwise, they need to look for other more informative source.

(E) Under the feature Book, a list of many book titles and authors is given such as Mary Pope Osborne, Eric Carle, and Marc Brown…If students need to find something to entertain themselves, they can click on Fun and find funbrain.com and funschool.com. For those who are interested for more educational events, they can click on Events and they will find book discussion groups and computer instruction.

(F) Though simple and limited, Kid’page can provide enough readings, fun, and educational assistance to students.

(A) Children

(B) http://www.lpl.org/Children/ChildHOME/Children.html from Liver Pool Public Library

(C)  It is not written any where in this source about the date of publication. 

(D) This web site has some of educational categories to help children to learn.  Its categories are, Programs & Events, Booklists, Homework Help, Internet Fun, and Parent’s Corner.  It also has a special category called Online Audio books and Games for kids.  This offers free download, so children can download Audio Books, Language Learning, Puzzles &Games, Story Books, Tumble Readable, and Life Learning.  With booklist category, children can download a book that go with their age or grade.

(E) Under the category Booklist, a list of many books are given with their age such as Adventure With Books for children in 3rd and 4th grades, Historical Fiction for children of grade 4 to 6, and Devour a book for children in kindergarten. If children want to find a cool site, they can click on Internet Fun and they will find lots of link, for example, 700! Great Sites, which is amazing, spectacular, mysterious, and colorful web sites for kids chosen by members of the American Library Association, and Alfy, which contains movies, games, and activities for small children, and etc. Under Audio books and Games for kids, children can free download the books they want such as Aesop's Fables, Black Beauty, or The Jungle Books. 

(F) Some information available through this site does not originate at Liverpool Public Library. The information is not warranted by the library to be accurate or complete, nor does this library endorse the information. Recommendations are for sites listed, not sites they link to. ©2006 Liverpool Public Library and its licensors.
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    Since the inception of library services to children, librarians have created and recreated professional networks to help them best meet children's needs.
    Children's librarians were chronologically second only to catalogers in organizing their own specialty group within the American Library Association (ALA) in 1900.[sup1] Through networks of formal association in ALA as well as more informal collegial friendships, children's librarians have displayed a commitment to sharing knowledge and mentoring newcomers so that "the professional identity and values that were formed in those early decades were passed along."[sup2] Beginning in the 1990s, children's librarians have taken advantage of online communications to strengthen their connections to one another and broaden the affect of their shared wisdom.
    Electronic discussion lists have been particularly fruitful grounds for professional community building; a number of them have been created for discussion of public library youth services, school librarianship, and children's literature. The discussion list PUBYAC (acronym for the main topics of discussion: PUBlic libraries, Young Adults, and Children) is familiar to many librarians serving youth as one of the most important and enduring examples of this kind of online communication.
    Founded as a student project, PUBYAC grew out of a grassroots need for more frequent, even daily, communication among youth services public librarians than was possible through previous communication mechanisms such as regional and national conferences.[sup3] Whenever they choose, PUBYAC subscribers can discuss anything about their professional work, from decisions about library cards and other policy-related issues to broader, more philosophical themes of purpose and meaning. The value of this group for children's librarians, particularly those at the beginnings of their careers, is immeasurable. Through PUBYAC and other electronic discussion lists, the shared wisdom of experienced librarians is passed down to newer librarians, while the egalitarian format allows practitioners--new and seasoned alike--to share.
    One analysis of PUBYAC, performed by Bar-Ilan and Assouline in 1997, examined a month of discussion-list discussions, analyzing the content of the postings. This analysis divided the postings into six categories: reference, library administration and policy, collection management, extension programs, announcements and PUBYAC matters, and other.[sup4] Although this content breakdown is useful for understanding what is discussed, to some extent Bar-Ilan and Assouline capture the messages while missing the social meanings. More important, they miss the historical context of youth services librarianship that is critical for understanding the dynamics of discussions on PUBYAC.
    Rather than focusing on the discussion list as novel technology, this paper focuses on it as a space of community for children's librarians. This community reflects historical continuity in the core values of children's librarianship established more than a century earlier. Given the long time since the founding of the profession, the many generations of librarians who have since come and gone, and the intervening changes in professional communication, from infrequent conferences to daily e-mails on a discussion list, the resiliency of core values among children's librarians is remarkable. These core values include honoring maternal, matriarchal, and sisterly leaders; creating mentoring and consensus opportunities from conflict; and promoting the significance of children's aesthetic experiences.

Origins of PUBYAC and Maternal Metaphors
    In her article on children's publishing legend Margaret McElderry, Hearne calls children's librarianship and literature a "matriarchy of cultural activity."[sup5] Unlike other feminized professions where women have comprised the bulk of the workers but a minority of the leadership, children's librarianship has been dominated by women at all levels.[sup6] Women led the creation of the profession from the beginning; they continue to lead, and they recognize and honor their status as women in doing so, whether emphasizing matriarchal authority, maternal qualities, or the importance of sisterly tolerance and good will. Professional foremother Caroline Hewins hoped that recruits into the first generation of children's librarians might be "elder sisters in large families who have tumbled about among books."[sup7] From library school students like Shannon L. VanHemert, who saw a need for a professional discussion list and created PUBYAC as a response, to veteran youth services leaders such as Mary K. Chelton, who participates in PUBYAC, children's librarianship has been dominated by women. This gender composition is often described using metaphors of maternal, matriarchal, and sisterly roles.
    In her detailed account of the founding of PUBYAC, VanHemert (now head of the children's department at Columbine [Colo.] Public Library) describes her ongoing role as discussion list moderator using motherhood as a metaphor. She opens with an evocative portrait of the disconnected librarian (written in the second person): "Perhaps you are the only children's or young adult librarian in your library system. You feel isolated.... You are unable to attend all ALA conferences, and you feel professionally out of touch."[sup8] VanHemert describes the benefits of PUBYAC, which includes providing a space where librarians can "ask questions, discuss problems, share successes and failures, get advice, receive moral support, and argue about all facets of public library work with children and young adults" through immediate dialogue, "without waiting for a professional conference or next month's 'Letters to the Editor.'" She also described an associated purpose--that PUBYAC would "serve as a catalyst to encourage youth services librarians to explore the Internet," a worthwhile goal in the relatively early Internet days of 1992.[sup9]
    Recounting her "frustration that there was no voice for children's or young adult librarians on the Internet," VanHemert describes how she "resolved to fill the void."[sup10] It is significant that her initial purpose was to create a space for a "voice" where there was none, a purpose that echoes feminist projects of giving voice to women.[sup11] She sought to fill a need for Internet-based community for excluded professionals and, in doing so, echoed the service values of the earliest children's librarians, who invited previously excluded children into public libraries.
    In her own ongoing role as moderator, VanHemert calls herself "mother" of the discussion list and compared the work of moderator to "having another child." She describes how, six nights a week, PUBYAC is "put to bed." PUBYAC also occasionally "gets sick," and needs either "home technological remedies" or the "listserv doctor."[sup12] These maternal images conjure a very different picture than that of webmaster or even moderator, implying instead an ethic of care that extends from the values of children's librarianship into cyberspace. This PUBYAC origin story echoes stories of the founders of children's librarianship, who conveyed a "dynamic image of powerful women working to construct a maternal paradigm of service."[sup13] VanHemert's maternal role in the construction and maintenance of an electronic discussion list to fulfill a community need extends this historical maternal paradigm of service into the present day.

Matriarchal Leadership
    Most of the postings on PUBYAC are colleague-to-colleague, written in an egalitarian format in search of suggestions and shared wisdom for answering the day-to-day issues of working in a public library. However, there are moments when respected members demonstrate matriarchal leadership, putting forth guidelines or templates for good service. In an example of such leadership, Mary K. Chelton, professor at the Graduate School of Library and Information Studies, Queens College, City University of New York, and longtime advocate of youth services, posted a note to PUBYAC regarding appropriate and inappropriate student postings. Chelton's extensive service and well-known name give her a position of authority in the field; her voice has more than the average member's force in laying out ground rules such as these.
    In her posting, Chelton stated that students looking for research help should describe the preliminary research they have completed before asking for research or reference help on a discussion list. She also asserted that students should offer to share their research results with the list, just as subscribers do when creating compilations of responses for other discussion list members. Her post emphasized that, whether temporary visitors or permanent residents, students on discussion lists should treat list members with the respect due to colleagues.[sup14]
    Her argument is a plea for balance in service, asking that librarians consider larger learning needs as they respond to requests for information. Since librarians are so often working to provide more information and more service, such an argument for restraining the impulse to give an immediate answer to a query can seem counterintuitive. Chelton wrote, "Listservs are also filled with 'enablers' who feel good answering queries like that on lists that they would never answer in person without more clarification, and they just cripple students as far as I am concerned, for their own needs."[sup15]
    Chelton's post offers a guideline for best directing group energy toward service goals, while at the same time challenging conventional responses to information requests. Her approach is characteristically direct and serves to remind readers of her long experience in these matters and her unforgettable personality. Her matriarchal leadership encourages discussion list subscribers to critically examine their own practices as they interact with students in online environments.

Creating Sisterly Mentoring from Conflict
    Chelton's post was not in regard to a particular conflict but functioned more as an opinion piece about appropriate list behavior. However, there are times when conflicts erupt in PUBYAC discussions, as in a recent thread regarding a librarian's question about charging money for craft programs. Although the initial question was one seeking advice about how to handle a complaint about such charges, almost all the replies voiced disagreement with the practice of charging fees in public libraries.[sup16] Respondents offered reasoned arguments (but not attacks) as to why charging was bad policy or philosophically wrong.[sup17] Strong opinions were voiced on this issue; nevertheless, the debate retained a tone of attempted persuasion, and posters maintained a sisterly respect for differences of opinion. This tone continues a strong tradition of polite discourse within the profession of children's librarian-ship and in traditional female roles, as might be expected from such a female-intensive group.[sup18]
    One librarian offered implicit sisterly guidance by giving a detailed account of the strategies she had successfully used in her own library to justify keeping programs free for the public. She recounted her experience of presenting attendance and circulation statistics to her library's financial authorities, thereby demonstrating the important role of free children's programming in facilitating the overall success of the public library.[sup19] Although she did not present herself directly as a mentor, she provided indirect advice. Less experienced librarians could use her example as a template for success when asked to prove the value of their own work. Such indirect, sisterly mentoring differs in tone from Chelton's matriarchal statement of guidelines, but both offer useful guidance for discussion list participants and both are rooted in the female-intensive traditions of children's librarianship.

Creating Consensus from Conflict
    Occasionally, an issue will arise that requires the PUBYAC group to reconsider their usual practices and question their own procedures. Such moments are also part of the historical tradition of children's librarianship, as in the complex case of conflicts in the 1930s over the relative merits of realism and enchantment in literature for children. In her historical study of these conflicts, Jenkins documented the debates and discussions that marked the evolution of literary criteria among children's librarians. Librarians shifted their criteria for children's literature from valuing fantasy literature over realistic fiction to accepting and valuing realism.[sup20]
    Although such historical conflicts and resolutions are precursors to issues of today, the difficulty of comparing interactions of the past with the fast-paced exchanges on PUBYAC is substantial. In the past, both presentations at conferences and letters to the editors of journals were apt to reflect the opinions of influential names in the field, reinforcing the authority of those matriarchal leaders. PUBYAC exchanges offer more opportunities for participation without regard to individual status. Conflicts are mediated by participants in an egalitarian environment, with more sisterly exchanges. Because of the transience of e-mail, relatively minor professional conflicts are more common on PUBYAC than they were in the past (and are today) in the refereed spaces of conferences and journals.
    In a recent example of a conflict on PUBYAC, an issue about group procedure arose when a list member requested a consensus regarding anonymity in response compilations. The prevalence of response compilations on PUBYAC underscores the cooperative ethic of youth services librarians. However, there was no initial consensus about whether contributors to compilations should be identified or anonymous. Some members felt that such compilations should include identifying and contact information for the librarians who contributed each of the individual answers. Others were satisfied with leaving each individual component of a compilation anonymous, with only the compiler's contact information provided. One list member explicitly asked that the group come to a consensus regarding the inclusion of identifying and contact information, and suggested that this consensus become part of the formal guidelines for PUBYAC subscribers.[sup21]
    After multiple contrasting replies were sent to the entire group, another list member offered to help create this consensus by setting up a simple survey Web site. The dynamic process of a group that places a high value on consensus in problem solving is evident in these discussions. Such cooperation in setting the rules is an important feature of an egalitarian space such as PUBYAC. It allows multiple perspectives and voices to be heard, and reflects the high value that youth services librarians place on coming to consensus.

The Importance of Children's Aesthetic Experiences
    Since the 1890s, children's librarians have used myriad methods in their work of "facilitating the connection between young people and books."[sup22] Early children's librarians promoted the importance of storytelling, author celebrations, reading clubs, and other means of promoting children's aesthetic experiences with books. PUBYAC reflects the continued importance of children's aesthetic experiences--with books and in the library generally--through discussions of children's programming content, techniques, and tricks. Postings reflect a wide range of programs, from traditional preschool story hours, to events celebrating media-inspired characters (Harry Potter looming large among them), to popular activities such as the current knitting trend. PUBYAC is a useful source to watch for such trends in programming, serving both as resource and inspiration for planning library activities.
    As part of these programming discussions, librarians offer many recommendations of books that work particularly well in large-group read-aloud situations. Many compilations consist of book recommendations made in response to requests for books relating to a program theme or set of themes. The selection of titles reflects librarians' awareness of those qualities that make a book work well with a large group of children, including audience participation potential and pictures that are visually engaging from the back of the room. These selection criteria highlight the professional skill of evaluating books in terms of what aesthetic experiences they provide for children. Similarly, in the early twentieth century, "[w]omen librarians often became children's book editors," and therefore worked directly with developing aesthetic criteria and artistic standards for children's literature.[sup23] Although these professional boundaries are less permeable in contemporary times, discussions of book selection for programs on PUBYAC continue the tradition of children's librarians' engagement with aesthetic criteria. Unlike more formal, published book-review journals, PUBYAC offers a space where practical, use-based evaluations of books can be readily shared.
    At the heart of good programming are the informal tips, tricks, and techniques that are difficult to convey in a print-based environment. Such tricks are more readily gleaned from face-to-face observation or mentoring. However, the articulation of basic programming principles is useful and frequently offered on PUBYAC. A recent discussion highlighted the practical importance of keeping the attention of various age levels of preschool children in a story program, a perpetual challenge since this group comprises children at radically divergent developmental stages. Experienced librarians offered advice ranging from practical strategies of room arrangement to the importance of librarian enthusiasm and energy in keeping children's attention and creating an effective program.[sup24]
    Programming brings both the excitement of performance and the challenge of maintaining some element of control in what can become an extremely chaotic environment. While some on PUBYAC offer tips and tricks, others simply offer reassurance that we are not alone in facing these obstacles. Sharing such consolation, or even commiseration, makes an immeasurable difference in the lives of children's librarians facing the daily challenges of public service. While historically such communication would have to await the delivery of letters or the arrival of a conference, PUBYAC facilitates daily support for daily challenges.
    One new librarian, bemoaning the problems in her story hour program, posted her amazement at the pervasiveness of disruptions and behavior trouble (both adult and child behavior).[sup25] A more seasoned librarian wrote back a response that was rife with the dry wit of long public service, saying that, aside from the advent of new interruptions in the form of cell phone rings, the chaos of programming is basically the same as it has been j for twenty years.[sup26] Despite these challenging and sometimes I humorous difficulties, children's aesthetic experiences remain a vital part of children's librarians' professional concerns. PUBYAC fosters a community of support, brainstorming, and commiseration that keeps the tradition of children's public library programs alive and well.

Concluding Continuities
    Historical research on children's librarians "shows over and again how deeply this women's field has depended on long-term, anonymous service, flexible role changing, cooperative networking, mentoring relationships, nonconfrontational resistance, and low-profile leadership."[sup27] Electronic discussion list matriarchs like Chelton or "mothers" like VanHemert are unusual in a field of more sisterly relationships among relatively anonymous equals. Historically, such high-profile leaders in children's librarianship had specific mentors, as was the case for the illustrious Anne Carroll Moore, mentored by both Hewins and Wright Plummer.[sup28] Today, children's librarians may have face-to-face mentors in their professors, supervisors, or colleagues in public libraries, or piecemeal mentors for specific advice on PUBYAC, or both. If forums such as PUBYAC have changed anything about children's librarians' practices, they have made the sharing of professional wisdom more accessible and ubiquitous.
    Librarians of the past did their best to pass along their knowledge locally, through records of daily trials, tribulations, and successes.[sup29] They wrote down what had happened with children in the library to facilitate communication among themselves, very much like the communication that now occurs on a global scale through professional electronic discussion lists. PUBYAC provides a forum for discussions ranging from issues of daily procedure to philosophical discussions of the purposes of youth services. From the beginnings of the profession to now, children's librarians have taken on the roles of mothers, matriarchs, and sisters; they have used conflicts to build consensus and mentor new librarians; and, most important, they have facilitated children's aesthetic experiences with books. That the values echoed in global cyberspace-based discussions should echo those of librarians from a century ago speaks to the strength of children's librarianship as a profession.
ADDED MATERIAL
    Kate McDowell teaches youth services and children's literature at the Graduate School of Library and Information Science, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.
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