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1. After reading this article, do you believe that copy cataloging is challenging work? How so?
After reading the article, I do believe that copy cataloging is a challenging work because catalogers are no longer defined solely on the basis of whether they perform certain traditional tasks, such as creating original records, doing authority work, or assigning call numbers. Today, they are viewed more holistically--as managers, coordinators, or automation experts who assume a larger role in planning and directing cataloging operations, including the creation and maintenance of bibliographic databases. In addition to the traditional tasks of correcting errors, revising outdated practices and upgrading records to appropriate standards, copy catalogers are increasingly assuming responsibility for original cataloging, particularly when creation of new records is based on similar or related copy already available in the bibliographic utility. They may also assign classification numbers and subject headings as needed to upgrade records and provide appropriate access. Depending on individual library policy, copy catalogers may also spend considerable time verifying class numbers and adjusting cutter numbers to maintain alphabetical shelflist order, although this practice is becoming less common as more libraries accept call numbers on incoming copy without revision.
2.  Why are there backlogs? What are some options for dealing with them?

There are backlogs because librarians, in their desire to insure that certain quality standards are maintained in local OPACs, have not been willing to accept catalog records created by other institutions without close review and extensive revision. As Mary K. Bolin has suggested, "In many cases ... cataloging departments have not used the resources of bibliographic utilities in ways that would increase production.” To enhance productivity and reduce backlogs, more libraries are contracting with outside vendors to provide some or all of their cataloging services, often at the same or lesser cost. In addition to contract services, libraries are also looking at new ways to streamline in-house cataloging operations and maximize use of staff resources so that materials can be processed and records added to the local system more quickly.
3 What is meant by the phrases "cataloging for collections" and "cataloging for access"? 
“Cataloging for collections” means to adapt records to conform to local cataloging policies, and "cataloging for access" means to focus on providing users with bibliographic access as quickly and effectively as possible. This is a unique philosophy pointed out by Carol Mandel that libraries should redefine their mission in meeting the needs of users and focus on providing users with bibliographic access as quickly and effectively as possible rather than adapting records to conform to local cataloging policies.
4. In your opinion, what is more important in cataloging: speed or accuracy?
It is ideal to catalogue with speed and accuracy. It is interesting to know that Mary M. Rider, the author of the article, prefers speedy cataloging over accuracy. She writes extensively about it. “Libraries have several options for receiving PromptCat records which can be added to the local system at the same time books are received in the library.(FN14) Since OCLC bibliographic records can be transferred promptly to the local system, it is possible to update records quickly in acquisitions for library location and barcode number as necessary… A sufficient number of libraries have established rapid processing units to streamline some functions of copy cataloging, especially relating to current, mainstream English-language publications for which accurate bibliographic copy is available in shared utilities. In large libraries, these multi-function units are often located in acquisitions rather than in cataloging departments, and are sometimes referred to as "FastCat" units because they receive and check-in new books, search for available bibliographic records, and edit them for the local OPAC with minimal or no revision.” As for me, I personally prefer accurate cataloging because it will save time for patrons by providing accurate information.

5. In conclusion, tell us what you learned from this article that you didn't know before. 
I have learned many things from this article, especially when answering to the questions. Nowadays the responsibility of a cataloger has changed to include the traditional and the modern approaches to catalog. I have learned how to deal with backlogs. I particularly like Carol Mandel’s philosophy of “of cataloging for access as opposed to cataloging for collections." Last but not least, I have learned that many libraries are more interested in speedy cataloging than they are in accuracy. I just hope that the present technologies can help to reduce the inaccuracy of cataloging as much as possible.

