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Purpose: 

Economics research deals with trends and patterns.  The articles in the course documents should help you begin to develop a foundation in economics research.  Users/clients will come in seeking a single current economic statistic...generally though they seek longer term data....to look for those trends and patterns.

The key databases for US economic data are STAT-USA (State of the Nation), Bureau of Economic Analysis (www.bea.gov), and Bureau of Labor Statistics (www.bls.gov).  Stat-USA is available from the SJSU King Library databases.

Peruse through these databases and be prepared for an Economics Assignment tomorrow.

Excerpted from Guide to Economic Indicators: Making Sense of Economics, 6th ed. The Economist.

Sources of economic information can come from national governments, international organizations, private groups, and other involved parties.  National governments can include Germany's Federal Statistics Office, France's National Institute of Statistics and EConomic Studies or the United States Commerce Department.
International organizations include the OECD, the International Monetary Fund, the United Nations, European Commission, or the World Bank.  Provate groups can include industry associations, think tanks, and groups like The Conference Board.


1. Consumer Price Index: All Urban Consumers - Seasonally adjusted
    - what was the percent increase
On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U increased 0.3 percent in 
October, the same as in September.


       - URL for each of the four sites:

a)     STAT/USA

http://www.stat-usa.gov.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/online.nsf/vwNoteIDLookup/NT00819AF6/$File/cpi.pdf?OpenElement

b) Bureau of Economic Analysis: Did not find information


c) Bureau of Labor Statistics:  http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/cpi.pdf 
d) Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED):    http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/CPIAUCSL?cid=9
2. Gross Domestic Product
    - what was it's increase in the third quarter
Real gross domestic product -- the output of goods and services produced by labor and property located in the United States -- increased at an annual rate of 3.9 percent in the third quarter of 2007, according to advance estimates released by the Bureau of Economic Analysis.


      - URL for each of the four sites:
a) STAT/USA 
http://www.stat-usa.gov.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/online.nsf/vwNoteIDLookup/NT00812C12/$File/gdp.pdf?OpenElement
b) Bureau of Economic Analysis http://www.bea.gov/newsreleases/national/gdp/gdpnewsrelease.htm
c) Bureau of Labor Statistics: Did not find information
d) Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED) http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/GDPA?cid=106

3. Personal Consumption Expenditures (Chain-type price index) - seasonally adjusted

    - what is the value of this index (NOT percent increase)
	Table 9.--Price Indexes for Personal Consumption Expenditures: Level and Percent Change From Preceding Period (Months)

	                                    
	2007:Feb
	2007:Mar
	2007:Apr
	2007:May
	2007:Jun
	2007:Jul\r\
	2007:Aug\r\
	2007:Sep\p\

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chain-type price indexes (2000=100), seasonally adjusted

	Personal consumption expenditures (PCE)....
	116.064
	116.582
	116.917
	117.474
	117.644
	117.772
	117.725
	117.987

	  Durable goods............................
	87.862
	87.754
	87.559
	87.421
	87.484
	87.363
	87.044
	86.863

	  Nondurable goods.........................
	115.337
	116.647
	117.433
	118.925
	118.881
	118.988
	118.450
	118.812

	  Services.................................
	123.266
	123.538
	123.780
	124.038
	124.346
	124.550
	124.826
	125.153

	Addenda:                                   
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  PCE excluding food and energy............
	113.773
	113.846
	113.972
	114.105
	114.270
	114.452
	114.607
	114.821

	  Market-based PCE\1\......................
	114.397
	114.981
	115.335
	115.934
	116.083
	116.178
	116.064
	116.300

	  Market-based PCE excluding food          
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   and energy\1\...........................
	111.212
	111.278
	111.386
	111.485
	111.623
	111.775
	111.887
	112.060



    - URL for each of the four sites:
a) STAT/USA : 
http://www.stat-usa.gov.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/online.nsf/vwNoteIDLookup/NT00812DC6/$File/pi.xls?OpenElement
b) Bureau of Economic Analysis http://www.bea.gov/national/nipaweb/TableView.asp?SelectedTable=72&FirstYear=2002&LastYear=2004&Freq=Qtr
c) Bureau of Labor Statistics:  Did not find information
d) Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED) http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/PCECTPI?cid=21
Bonus points:

1. Which site contains a document that compares the Personal Consumption Expenditures to the Consumer Price Index?  What's the URL?
STAT/USA: http://www.stat-usa.gov.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/online.nsf/vwNoteIDLookup/NT00812DC6/$File/pi.xls?OpenElement


2. Identify a non-US governmental statistical website.  What is it's URL?
Japan Governmental Statistical: http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/cpi/1581.htm
